
 

ST. JOSEPH: TERROR OF DEMONS 
By Bud McFarlane, Jr. 
 
I promised some time ago to write about Saint Joseph, Terror of Demons. 
I was prompted to ponder this title while visiting the Oratory of Saint 
Joseph in Montreal, Quebec. There is a fresco (a carved stone tablet) 
there portraying Joseph holding his hand up, a family behind him, 
keeping a cowering, ugly, simpering, petrified group of demons, at bay. 
"Why is Joseph so calm? Why are the demons terrified?" I prayed.  
 
Our first clue is Mary. In Genesis 3:15, Yahweh promises to put enmity 
(total separation) between mother of the promised messiah and the 

serpent. This separation is complete because of Mary's Immaculate Conception--she is not 
subject to Original Sin in any way. Joseph is her husband, her beloved groom, and their marital 
union and his virtue places him apart from demonic influence. It is part of Sacred Tradition that 
Joseph led a sinless life.  
 
But evil shrinks from Joseph for a related reason. He is pure. Joseph is pure of body. Pure of 
heart. Pure of intention. Pure and sinless because he battled Original Sin. This is just me 
pondering (as usual) but I'm coming to believe that demons cannot "see" a man who is pure. All 
demons know is force, lies, degradation, and filth. That is their world, and they want to make our 
lives just as ugly. Their sin blinds them, just as sin blinds us mortals.  
 
We are afraid not of the dark, actually, but rather the dangers which the darkness does not allow 
us to see. The demons can't "see" Joseph because he is pure. Purity makes him invisible, just as 
pure water is perfectly clear. Evil spirits don't know when, how, or from which direction Joseph is 
going to hammer them. Joseph's job, when Christ was a child and up to this very day, is to 
protect the Holy Family, and through our baptisms, we are part of his family. So Joseph protects 
us. He will calmly raise his hand and keep the demons away, if you but ask him.  

So let’s pray together... 
 
"Dear Saint Joseph, just as you brought Jesus and Mary to safety in Egypt, please bring the soul 
of Bob Hope to heaven. Just as you taught Mary's son, Jesus, please teach her son Jim Caveizel 
(portraying Jesus in Mel Gibson’s ‘The Passion’), during his trials in Hollywood. Just as you 
provided for your family, please provide for the impoverished Ukrainian Catholics in Father 
Gregory's flock in London. Just as you protected Mary and Jesus from evil through our 
courageous purity, ask the Holy Trinity to give us the grace needed to make contrite Confessions 
for our impure actions--and then embrace meaningful penances. Hold up your hand, Brave 
Joseph! Serenely stand athwart our demons, literal or figurative, as we grow to adulthood in the 
Catholic Faith. Ask your beloved bride, Mary, to hold our souls in her motherly embrace. Amen."  
 
(Source: CatholiCity.com Message, Volume VII, Number 12) 

                           We are a 501C Non-Profit Corporation. Thank you for your generous 
                           support of our ministry. All donations are tax deductible.           

               Please pray for our ministry 
                                               "Support for this prayer leaflet is made possible by your generous 

                         tax-deductible donations" 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


