
Saint Sharbel Makhlouf  
Joseph Zaroun Maklouf was raised by an 
uncle because his father, a mule driver, 
died when Joseph was only three. At the 
age of 23, Joseph joined the Monastery of 
St. Maron at Annaya, Lebanon, and took 
the name Sharbel in honor of a second-
century martyr. He professed his final 
vows in 1853, and was ordained six years 
later. 

Following the example of the fifth-century Saint Maron, 
Sharbel lived as a hermit from 1875, until his death. His 
reputation for holiness prompted people to seek him to receive 
a blessing and to be remembered in his prayers. He followed 
a strict fast and was very devoted to the Blessed Sacrament. 
When his superiors occasionally asked him to administer the 
sacraments to nearby villages, Sharbel did so gladly. He died 
in the late afternoon on Christmas Eve. Christians and non-
Christians soon made his tomb a place of pilgrimage and of 
cures. Pope Paul VI beatified Sharbel in 1965, and canonized 
him 12 years later.   

PRAYER TO SAINT CHARBEL MAKHLOUF 

Lord, infinitely Holy and Glorified in Your 
Saints, You have inspired Charbel, the 
saint monk, to lead the perfect life of a 
hermit. 
We thank You for granting him the blessing 
and the strength to detach himself from the 
world so that the heroism of the monastic 
virtues of poverty, obedience, and chastity, 
could triumph in his hermitage. 

We beseech You to grant us the grace of loving and serving 
You, following his example. 
Almighty God, Who has manifested 
the power of St. Charbel’s intercession 
through his countless miracles and favours, 
grant us... 
(State your intention(s) here...) 
through his intercession. 
Amen. 
Our Father... 
Hail Mary... 
Glory Be... 
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You shall love the 
LORD your GOD 
with all your heart, 
with all your soul, 
with all your mind, 
and with all your 
strength.  
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