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Our Lady of Guadalupe

12 December, patronal feast of Mexico and
a holy day of obligation there,
commemorating the apparition of the
Blessed Virgin to an Indian convert, Juan
Diego, in 1631, whom she instructed to
convey to the bishop her desire that a
chapel be erected in her honor on the spot

& where she had appeared. As a sign she
"% jmprinted her image on the peasant’s

mantle, which is preserved in the shrine and to the intercession
of which many miracles have been attributed. Pilgrimages have
been made almost uninterruptedly since the apparition. The
picture, which is on coarsely woven Indian cloth, is assumed to
represent the Immaculate Conception, being the figure of a
maiden with the sun, moon, and stars, and an angel under the
crescent. Its marvelous tints and perfect proportions have
puzzled many painters. Devotion to Our Lady of Guadalupe was
encouraged by many popes and Benedict XIV named her
patroness of Mexico. The special Mass and Offices of the feast
may be said by Mexican priests on the 12th day of every month.

Prayer to the Virgin of Guadalupe

*gé O Virgin of Guadalupe, Mother of the
Americas, grant to our homes the grace of
loving and respecting life in its beginnings,
with the same love with which you conceived
in your womb the life of the Son of God.
Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of Fair love,

_ protect our families so that they may always
~ be united

~ andblessthe upbringing of our children. Our
hope, look upon us with pity, teach us to go continually to Jesus,
and if we fall help us to rise again and return to him through
the confession of our faults and our sins in the sacrament of
penance, which gives peace to the soul.

We beg you to grant us a great love of all the holy sacraments,

which are, as it were, the signs that your Son left us on

earth. Thus, Most Holy Mother, with the peace of God in our
consciences, with our hearts free from evil and hatred, we will
be able to bring to all others true joy and true peace, which
come to us from your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who with the
Father and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns forever and ever.
Amen.
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A Prayer to our Lady of Guadalupe

Virgin of Guadalupe, Patroness of unborn children, we implore
your intercession for every child at risk of abortion. Help
expectant parents to welcome from God the priceless gift of
their child’s life. Console parents who have lost that gift through
abortion, and lead them to forgiveness and healing through the
Divine Mercy of your Son. Teach us to cherish and to care for
family and friends until God calls them home. Help us never to
see others as burdens. Guide our public officials to defend each
and every human life through just laws. Inspire us all to bring
our faith into public life, to speak for those who have no voice.
We ask this in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ, who is Love
and Mercy itself. Amen.

PRAYER TO OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE

O our Lady of Guadalupe, mystical rose, make intercession for
Holy Church, protect the Sovereign Pontiff, help all those who
invoke thee in their necessities, and since thou art the ever-
Virgin Mary and Mother of the true God, obtain for us from thy
most holy Son the grace of keeping our faith, sweet hope in the
midst of the bitterness of life, burning charity and the precious
gift of final perseverance.

Dearest Lady, fruitful Mother of Holiness, teach me Your ways of
gentleness and strength. Hear my prayer, offered with deep felt
confidence to beg this favor...

(State your prayer request here.)

O Mary, conceived without sin, | come to your throne of grace to
share the fervent devotion of your faithful Mexican children who
call to Thee under the glorious title “Guadalupe” - the Virgin who
crushed the serpent.

Queen of Martyrs, whose Immaculate Heart was pierced
by seven swords of grief, help me to walk valiantly amid the
sharp thorns strewn across my path. Invoke the Holy Spirit of
Wisdom to fortify my will to frequent the Sacraments so that,
thus enlightened and strengthened, | may prefer God to all
creatures and shun every occasion of sin. Help me, as a living
branch of the Vine that is Jesus Christ, to exemplify His divine
charity always seeking the good of others. Queen of Apostles,
aid me to win souls for the Sacred Heart of my Savior. Keep
my apostolate fearless, dynamic, and articulate, to proclaim the
loving solitude of Our Father in Heaven so that the wayward
may heed His pleading and obtain pardon, through the merits of
Your Merciful Son, Our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
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John Paul II’s Prayer to Our Lady of Guadalupe

O Immaculate Virgin, Mother of the true
God and Mother of the Church!, who from
this place reveal your clemency and your
pity to all those who ask for your protection,
hear the prayer that we address to you with
filial trust, and present it to your Son Jesus,
our sole Redeemer.

Mother of Mercy, Teacher of hidden and
silent sacrifice, to you, who come to meet us sinners, we
dedicate on this day all our being and all our love. We also
dedicate to you our life, our work, our joys, our infirmities and
our sorrows. Grant peace, justice and prosperity to our peoples;
for we entrust to your care all that we have and all that we are,
our Lady and Mother. We wish to be entirely yours and to walk
with you along the way of complete faithfulness to Jesus Christ
in His Church; hold us always with your loving hand.

Virgin of Guadalupe, Mother of the Americas, we pray to you
for all the Bishops, that they may lead the faithful along paths
of intense Christian life, of love and humble service of God and
souls. Contemplate this immense harvest, and intercede with
the Lord that He may instill a hunger for holiness in the whole
people of God, and grant abundant vocations of priests and
religious, strong in the faith and zealous dispensers of God'’s
mysteries.

Grant to our homes the grace of loving and respecting life in
its beginnings, with the same love with which you conceived
in your womb the life of the Son of God. Blessed Virgin Mary,
protect our families, so that they may always be united, and
bless the upbringing of our children.

Our hope, look upon us with compassion, teach us to go
continually to Jesus and, if we fall, help us to rise again, to return
to Him, by means of the confession of our faults and sins in the
Sacrament of Penance, which gives peace to the soul.

We beg you to grant us a great love for all the holy Sacraments,
which are, as it were, the signs that your Son left us on
earth. Thus, Most Holy Mother, with the peace of God in our
conscience, with our hearts free from evil and hatred, we will
be able to bring to all true joy and true peace, which come to us
from your son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who with God the Father
and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns forever and ever.

Amen.
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Prayer to Our Lady of Guadalupe for the Protection
from Coronavirus

Holy Virgin of Guadalupe, Queen of the Angels and Mother of
the Americas. We fly to you today as your beloved children. We
ask you to intercede for us with your Son, as you did at the
wedding in Cana. Pray for us, loving Mother, and gain for our
nation and world, and for all our families and loved ones, the
protection of your holy angels, that we may be spared the worst
of this illness. For those already afflicted, we ask you to obtain
the grace of healing and deliverance. Hear the cries of those
who are vulnerable and fearful, wipe away their tears and help
them to trust. In this time of trial and testing, teach all of us in
the Church to love one another and to be patient and kind. Help
us to bring the peace of Jesus to our land and to our hearts.
We come to you with confidence, knowing that you truly are our
compassionate mother, health of the sick and cause of our joy.
Shelter us under the mantle of your protection, keep us in the
embrace of your arms, help us always to know the love of your
Son, Jesus. Amen.
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