You shall love the
LORD your GOD
with all your heart,
with all your soul,
with all your mind,
and with all your
strength.
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Presentation of the Lord

Today the Church celebrates the feast of
] the Presentation of the Lord which occurs
i forty days after the birth of Jesus and is
also known as Candlemas day, since the
M blessing and procession of candles is
included in today’s liturgy. According to
the 1962 Missal of St. John XXIII the
Extraordinary Form of the Roman Rite, today is referred to as
the “Purification of Mary.” This is known as a “Christmas feast”
since it points back to the Solemnity of Christmas. Many
Catholics practice the tradition of keeping out the Nativity
creche or other Christmas decorations until this feast.

The Feast of the Presentation of the Lord

Lord Jesus, as an infant You were brought to the temple by
Your parents out of religious duty. Help all parents to take
their duties to God seriously, to inculcate their faith in the next
generation by their words and by their actions, so that the faith
will be handed on where the faith is first learned—in the family
and in the home.

Thematic

God of steadfast love, you sent your Son to be the light of the
world, saving people everywhere from sin and death. As Anna
gave thanks for the freedom he would bring, and Simeon saw
in him the dawn of redemption, complete your purpose once
made known in him. Make us the vessels of his light, that all
the world may glory in the splendor of your peace. Amen.
Intercessory

God of love, you refine silver and shelter the sparrow’s nest.
Accept the prayers we bring this day, for you know all that
tests and troubles us. Amen.

Prayers of the People, concluding with:

Embrace our needs in your blessing, so that we may be
sustained, even in times of trial. Amen.

Scripture

Strong and mighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus, the
presentation of your Son in the temple was his first entrance
into the place of sacrifice. Grant that, trusting in his offering
upon the cross to forgive our sins and uphold us in the time
of trial, we may sing your praises and live in the light of your
salvation, Jesus Christ.

Amen.
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PRESENTATION OF THE LORD - PRAYER

Almighty ever-living God, we humbly implore your majesty
that, just as your Only Begotten Son was presented on this
day in the Temple in the substance of our flesh, so, by your
grace, we may be presented to you with minds made pure.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever
and ever. Amen.

Prayer for the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord

Heavenly Father, on this Feast of Candlemas (the Presentation
of Christ), | recall the gift Mary and Joseph gave to the world
by offering baby Jesus to You in the temple.

| offer up to You all the children in my family.

| place them into Your perfect will and | turn their futures over
to You.

Help me to let go of my ideas of what they should do with their
lives, and show me how to guide them into the purposes for
which You created them. Help me to learn from the example of
the Blessed Mother, whose heart was pierced by the sword of
her Son’s pain, how to always trust in Your plans. Holy Family,
pray for us. Amen.
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Prayer after Communion

By these holy gifts which we have received, O Lord, bring your
grace to perfection within us, and, as you fulfilled Simeon’s
expectation that he would not see death until he had been
privileged to welcome the Christ, so may we, going forth to
meet the Lord, obtain the gift of eternal life. Through Christ
our Lord. Amen.

Feast of the Presentation of the Lord

3 Prayers of the Faithful

| We pray our faith leaders may possess
| the patience and integrity of Simeon
and Anna. May hope spring up within all
humanity from laying our eyes first upon
the face of Christ Jesus.

We pray to the Lord.

We pray for the Diocese of Colorado Springs, for its mission
and future. May we manifest Christ Jesus in our prayer, and
service to those in need.

We pray to the Lord.

We pray for true wisdom to emerge in our decision making so
that our children and grandchildren may be wrapped in the
arms of justice and sure peace, in meaning and reconciliation
throughout our world.

We pray to the Lord.

We pray to see the face of Jesus among the timid and the
shy, among people discouraged by lack of jobs, ill health and
threats of divorce and severe grief. May our hearts be laid
bear for the needs of our sisters and brothers.

We pray to the Lord.

We pray for the courage to fast and pray as we wait for Jesus
to be manifest in threats of war, violence, and hatred. May
Simeon and Anna become models of faith and may their
glances upon Jesus teach us how to be grateful forever.

We pray to the Lord

We pray that our lives may bring peace and consolation to
those who grieve here on earth. May the dead be not forgotten
within our lives of faith. In this Mass...

We pray to the Lord.
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PRAYER FOR THE FEAST OF THE
PRESENTATION OF THE LORD

All-powerful Father, Christ your Son became man for us and
was presented in the temple. May he free our hearts from sin
and bring us into your presence. We ask this through our Lord
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.
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