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St Peter and Paul

Itis difficult to think of two men more different
from each other in history and vocation than
| Saint Peter and Paul were. Yet, not only are
they both remembered as two bulwarks of
faith, and symbols of the Catholic Church
itself, but they even share the same feast,
June 29.0n that date, in 67 A.D. Saint Peter
S and Saint Paul were martyred in Rome
during the persecutions ordered by the emperor Nero against
the Christians. This according to the Roman Martyrology, the
Sinassatri of the Eastern Churches (collections of lives of saints)
and the Decretum Gelasianum, a document of the fifth century
that contains several lists of religious material, from written texts
to be recognized or rejected, to the list of synods.
Although it is almost certain that both Peter and Paul suffered
martyrdom by the will of Nero, the first crucified upside down,the
second beheaded between 64 A.D. and 67 A.D., the fact
that the two killings took place on the same day of the same
year is highly unlikely. It is more plausible that the choice to
commemorate the death of both Saints Peter and Paul on 29
June derives from the desire to convert a pagan feast into a
Christian celebration, as has happened over the centuries for
many other religious holidays. In fact, June 29 coincided with
the feast of Romulus and Remus, founders of Rome. Christians
have probably wished to pay homage to the two founders of the
Church on that same day, as if to celebrate the birth of anew
Christian Rome.
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O holy apostles, Peter and Paul, | choose you this day and for
ever to be my special patrons and advocates; thee, St. Peter,
Prince of the Apostles, because thou art the Rock, upon which
Almighty God hath built His Church; thee, St. Paul, because
thou wast forechosen by God as the Vessel of election and the
Preacher of truth in the whole world. Obtain for me, | pray you,
lively faith, firm hope and burning love; complete detachment
from myself, contempt of the world, patience in adversity,
humility in prosperity, attention in prayer, purity of heart, a right
intention in all my works, diligence in fulfilling the duties of my
state of life, constancy in my resolutions, resignation to the will
of God and perseverance in the grace of God even unto death;
that so, by means of your intercession and your glorious merits,
| may be able to overcome the temptations of the world, the
flesh and the devil, and may be made worthy to appear before
the chief and eternal Shepherd of souls, Jesus Christ, who with
the Father and the Holy Ghost liveth and reigneth for endless
ages, to enjoy His presence and love Him forever. Amen.

Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory be

V. Thou shalt make them princes over all the earth,

R. They shall be mindful of Thy Name, O Lord.

Let us pray

O God, whose right hand raised up blessed Peter, when he
walked upon the water and began to sink, and thrice delivered
his fellow-Apostle Paul from the depths of the sea, when he
suffered shipwreck: graciously hear us and grant, by the merits

of them both, that we also may attain unto everlasting glory:
Who livest and reignest world without end. Amen.

Collect Prayer

Almighty God, whose blessed apostles Peter and Paul glorified
you in their death as in their life: grant that your Church, inspired
by their teaching and example, and made one by your Spirit,
may ever stand firm upon the one foundation, Jesus Christ your
Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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Prayer to Saints Peter and Paul

Blessed Redeemer, Saints Peter and Paul
were leaders and models in strengthening
the faith of the infant Church, and | ask them
to pray for my faith to grow strong. Saint
Paul wrote in his second letter to Saint
Timothy, “I remind you to stir into flame the
gift of God that you have.” Wherever | am
still a baby in my relationship with You, weak and uncertain, |
ask Saints Peter and Paul to pray for me to grow into spiritual
maturity. Help me, O Lord, to increase in faith and trust. Where
Your presence is but a spark in me, fan it into a flame that
brightens other people’s lives. Saints Peter and Paul, pray for
me. Amen.

O most glorious Apostles Peter and Paul, who gave over
your souls for Christ, and watered His pastire with your blood:
Hearken unto the prayers and sighing of your children, that are
now brought to you with a contrite heart. For behold, we are
darkened by our iniquities, and for this cause we are enveloped
by troubles as by a cloud; but we are destitute of the oil of good
living, and cannot offer resistance to the predatory wolves that
so boldly seekto tear apart the inheritance of God. O ye strong
ones! Bear our weaknesses, depart not from us in spirit, lest we
be cut off at last from the love of God; but defend us by your
powerful intercession, so that the Lord may have mercy on us
all by your prayers, and may destroy the handwritten account
of our immeasurable sins, and grant us to partake with all the
Saints of the blessed Kingdom and the marriage feast of His
Lamb: to Whom be honor and glory, thanksgiving and worship,
unto ages of ages. Amen.
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Prayers for the Solemnity of Sts. Peter and Paul

O holy Apostles, Peter and Paul, intercede for us. Protect, O
Lord, your people who trust in the patronage of your Apostles,
Peter and Paul, and by their constant protection protect your
people. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. Grant, we pray, O Lord
our God, that we may be sustained by the intercession of the
blessed Apostles Peter and Paul, that, as through them you
gave your Church the foundations of her heavenly office, so
through them you may help her to eternal salvation. Through
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.
O God, who on the Solemnity of the Apostles Peter and Paul,
give us the noble and holy joy of this day, grant, we pray, that
your Church may in all things follow the teaching of those
through whom she received the beginnings of right religion.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and
ever. Amen.

Prayer to Saints Peter and Paul

Oh, Lord our God, Saints Peter and
Paul steered the early Church by Your
Power and were leaders who modelled and
strengthened the faith of the Church.
Therefore | ask Saints Peter and Paul to
W pray for my faith to grow stronger and
W stronger every day.

In his second letter to St Timothy, St Paul
reminded him to stir into flame the gift of God that he had.

| plead with Saints Peter and Paul to pray for me to become
mature spiritually. Wherever | become an infantin my relationship
with You, weak and uncertain, help me, O Lord, to increase in
faith and trust. Dear Lord, Enkindle Your fire that flickers inside
me and let it become a big flame that brightens other people’s
lives. Saints Peter and Paul, pray for me. Amen.
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