
THE STORY OF SAINT TERESA OF CALCUTTA  
The youngest of the children born to 
Nikola and Drane Bojaxhiu, Mother Teresa 
was baptized Gonxha Agnes, received 
her First Communion at the age of five 
and a half and was confirmed in November 
1916. At the age of eighteen, Gonxha left 
her home in September 1928 to join the 
Institute of the Blessed Virgin Mary, known 

as the Sisters of Loreto, In Ireland. There she received the 
name Sister Mary Teresa .In December, she departed for 
India, arriving in Calcutta on January 6, 1929. Sister Teresa 
taught at St. Mary’s School for girls. On May 24, 1937, Sister 
Teresa made her Final Profession of Vows
On September 10, 1946 during the train ride from Calcutta to 
Darjeeling, Mother Teresa received her “inspiration,” her “call 
within a call.” On August 17, 1948, she dressed for the first 
time in a white, blue-bordered sari and passed through the 
gates of her beloved Loreto convent to enter the world of the 
poor.
she was notably for the Nobel Peace Prize in 1979,
On September 5, 1997 Mother Teresa’s earthly life came to 
an end. She was given the honor of a state funeral by the 
Government of India and her body was buried in the Mother 
House of the Missionaries of Charity.
Less than two years after her death, in view of Mother Teresa’s 
widespread reputation of holiness and the favors being 
reported, Pope John Paul II permitted the opening of her 
Cause of Canonization. On December 20, 2002 he approved 
the decrees of her heroic virtues and miracles. Pope Francis 
Canonized Mother Teresa of Calcutta as a Saint in Rome on 
September 4, 2016.

The Daily Prayer of Mother Teresa  
(Written by Bl. Cardinal John Henry Newman) 
Dear Jesus, help us to spread your fragrance 
everywhere we go. Flood our souls with your spirit and life. 
Penetrate and possess our whole being so utterly that our 
lives may only be a radiance of yours. Shine through us and 
be so in us that every soul we come in contact with may feel 
your presence in our soul. 
Let them look up and see no longer us, but Jesus. Stay with 
us and then we shall begin to shine as you shine, so as to 
shine to be a light to others. The light, O Jesus, will be all from 
you. 
None of it will be ours. It will be you shining on others through 
us. Let us thus praise you in the way you love best by shining 
on those around us. 
Let us preach you without preaching, not by words, but by our 
example; by the catching force – the sympathetic influence of 
what we do, the evident fullness of the love our hearts bear 
to you. Amen. 
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Prayer to Saint Teresa of Calcutta  
Saint Teresa of Calcutta, Jesus called you 
to bring the light of His love to those who 
live in darkness. By tender, loving care for 
the poorest and the neediest, you became 
the sign of God’s presence, His love and 
compassion in the midst of suffering and 
pain. Following your example, help us to 
recognize the face of Jesus in our suffering 

brothers and sisters and to serve Him with humility and joy. 
Teach us to be carriers of God’s tender love and mercy and so 
bear witness that God still loves the world through each one of 
us. Amen.  

Petition to Saint Teresa of Calcutta
Saint Teresa, you who have seen Christ Himself in the Poorest 
of the Poor and had compassion on them, please help us. 
Glance upon… [Name], who is in need of help, with your 
compassionate eyes and see Christ within (them/him/her). 
As you loved and served Jesus through your work upon earth, 
we humbly ask that you continue your work in heaven and 
intercede for us in our needs. Having looked upon… [Name], 
please turn your compassionate eyes to Jesus, as you adored 
in the Holy Eucharist, and present our request. 
While we are not as materially destitute as those you served 
on earth, we reach out to you in the poorness of our souls 
and seek Jesus through you. Kindly Mother Teresa, help us. 
Amen. 

… Saint Teresa of Calcutta, Pray for Us …
Prayer for the Intercession of Blessed 

Mother Teresa of Calcutta 
Blessed Teresa of Calcutta, you allowed the thirsting love of 
Jesus on the Cross to become a living flame within you, and 
so became the light of His love to all. Obtain from the Heart of 
Jesus (here make your request). Teach me to allow Jesus to 
penetrate and possess my whole being so completely that my 
life, too, may radiate His light and love to others. Amen. 
Immaculate Heart of Mary, Cause of Our Joy, pray for me. 
Blessed Teresa of Calcutta, pray for me.

Give Us a Heart:
Give us a heart as beautiful, pure, and spotless as yours. A 
heart like yours, so full of love and humility. May we be able to 
receive Jesus as the Bread of Life, to love Him as you loved 
Him, to serve Him under the mistreated face of the poor. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

St. Teresa of Calcutta’s Prayer for Priests
Mary, Mother of Jesus, throw your mantle of purity over our 
priests. Protect them, guide them, and keep them in your 
heart. 
Be a Mother to them, especially in times of discouragement and 
loneliness. Love them and keep them belonging completely 
to Jesus. Like Jesus, they, too, are your sons, so keep their 
hearts pure and virginal. 
Keep their minds filled with Jesus, and put Jesus always on 
their lips, so that he is the one they offer to sinner and
to all they meet.
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