
Saint Matthias  
Matthias, whose name means “gift of 
God”,  was the disciple chosen to replace 
Judas as one of the twelve Apostles. The 
Acts of the Apostles state that he was also 
one of the 72 disciples that the Lord Jesus 
sent out to preach the good news. 
Matthias was with the Lord since His 

Baptism, and was “a witness to Christ’s Resurrection,” 
according to St. Peter in Acts. He remained with Jesus until 
His Ascension. 
They nominated two men: Joseph Barsabbas and Matthias. 
They prayed and drew lots. The choice fell upon Matthias, 
who was added to the Eleven. Matthias is not mentioned by 
name anywhere else in the New Testament. 
He is invoked for assistance against alcoholism, and for 
support by recovered alcoholics. His symbol, related to his 
alleged martyrdom, is either a cross or a halberd. St. Helena, 
mother of the Roman emperor Constantine the Great, reputedly 
transported Matthias’ relics from Jerusalem to Rome. 
A Prayer to St. Matthias the Apostle, for Grace 
O Glorious Saint Matthias, in God’s design it fell upon you 
to take the place of the unfortunate Judas who betrayed 
his Master. You were selected by the twofold sign of the 
uprightness of your life and the call of the Holy Spirit. 
Obtain for us the grace to practice the same uprightness of life 
and to be called by that same Spirit to wholehearted service 
of the Church. Then after a life of zeal and good works let us 
be ushered into your company in heaven to sing forever the 
praises of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
A Prayer to St. Matthias the Apostle, for the Church 

O Almighty God, who into the place of 
Judas didst choose thy faithful servant 
Matthias to be of the number of the 
Twelve: Grant that thy Church, being 
delivered from false apostles, may always 
be ordered and guided by faithful and true 
pastors; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who liveth and reigneth with thee, in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever 

A Prayer to St. Matthias the Apostle, for Worthiness 

Saint Matthias, pray that we may become worthy witnesses to 
the resurrection of Jesus in the way we live the eternal life we 
have right now.

PRAYER FOR THE INTERCESSION OF SAINT MATTHIAS 
Father, you called Saint Matthias to share in the mission of 
the apostles. 
By the help of his prayers 
may we receive with joy the love you share with us 
and be counted among those you have chosen. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, forever and ever. 
Amen.
Collect: 
O God, who assigned Saint Matthias 
a place in the college of Apostles, 
grant us, through his intercession, 
that, rejoicing at how your love has been allotted to us, 
we may merit to be numbered among the elect. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, forever and ever.

Closing Prayer
Dear Jesus, on this Feast of this added Apostle, Matthias, 
I thank you for numbering me among your Apostles. 
Help me to remain in your love, 
each and every day, 
in the midst of the things, you ask of me, 
in the ways you ask me to witness to your own 
merciful love for others. 
I ask this with faith in the power of your Spirit among us. Amen. 
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Hymn for St. Matthias Feast
O blessed Mathias! spiritual Eden! thou 
didst flow, like a full river, from the divine 
fountain; thou didst water the earth with 
thy mystic rivulets, and make it fruitful. Do 
thou, therefore, beseech the Lord that he 
grants peace and much mercy to our 
souls. 

O apostle Mathias! thou didst complete the sacred college, 
from which Judas had fallen; and by the power of the Holy 
Ghost, thou didst put to fight the darkness of idolatry by the 
admirable lightnings of thy wise words. Do thou now beseech 
the Lord that he grants peace and much mercy to our souls. 
He that is the true Vine sent thee, a fruitful branch, bearing the 
grapes that give out the wine of salvation. When they drank 
it that before were slaves to ignorance, they turned from the 
drunkenness of error. 
Being made, O glorious Mathias, the chariot of God’s word, 
thou didst break for ever the wheels of error, and the chariots 
of iniquity. By the divine power, thou didst defeat the idolaters, 
and destroy the pillars and the temples; but thou didst build up 
to the Trinity other temples, which echoed with these words All 
ye people, praise Christ above all forever! 
O venerable Mathias! thou, like a spiritual firmament, didst 
proclaim the glory of the only-begotten Son of God. Let us with 
one glad voice celebrate the praise of this apostle, who was 
effulgent with the Holy Ghost; he was the fisher of them that 
had gone astray, the light that reflected the divine brightness, 
the teacher of the mysteries. 
O blessed apostle! the Savior called thee his friend, because 
thou didst keep his commandments. Thou art heir to his 
kingdom, and thou art to sit with him, on a throne, at the last 
terrible day, O most wise Mathias, who didst complete the 
number of the apostolic college. 
Guided by the sail of the cross, thou, O blessed one, didst 
pass over the troubled sea of life, and didst reach the haven 
of rest. Do thou now vouchsafe to join the glad choir of the 
apostles, and beseech the infinite Judge, that he would show 
himself a merciful Lord unto us. 

Thy tongue was a bright lamp of glittering gold, burning with 
the flame of the Holy Ghost. Thou didst consume all strange 
doctrines, thou didst quench all fire that was profane, and 
to them that sat in the darkness of ignorance, thou, O wise 
Mathias, didst show a brilliant light. 
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