You shall love the
LORD your GOD
with all your heart,
with all your soul,
with all your mind,
and with all your
strength.
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Saint Andrew Dung-Lac and Companions

_ During his papacy, Pope John Paul Il
| canonized a group of 117 martyrs who died
" for the Roman Catholic Faith in Vietnam
i during the nineteenth century. The group
. was made up of ninety-six Vietnamese,
leven Spaniards, and ten French. Eight of
" the group were bishops, fifty were priests
and fifty-nine were lay Catholics including a
9-year-old child. Some of the priests were Dominicans, others
were diocesan priests who belonged to the Paris Mission
Society.
This feast day, and the witnesses of the lives of the martyrs,
give testament to the sufferings inflicted on the Vietnamese
Church, which are among the most terrible in the long history of
Christian martyrdom.

O God, source and origin of all fatherhood,
who kept the Martyrs Saint Andrew Dung-
Lac and his companions faithful to the Cross
. of your Son, even to the shedding of their
! blood, grant, through their intercession, that,
@ spreading your love among our brothers and
1 sisters, we may be your children both in
i, name and in truth.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.
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Here is the traditional Prayer to the Holy Martyrs
of Vietnam (used in Viethamese parishes worldwide
on November 24 and in many homes)

English version

O God, source and origin of all fatherhood, you kept Saint
Andrew Dilng-Lac and his 116 companions faithful to the Cross
of Christ even to the shedding of their blood.

Through their martyrdom they glorified your Name and sowed
the seeds of faith in our land of Vietnam.

Grant us, through their intercession, the grace to love you above
all things and to be steadfast in faith and charity, so that, by
spreading your love among our brothers and sisters, we may
truly be called your children and become worthy heirs of your
eternal kingdom. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ,
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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Vietnamese version (the one most Viethamese
Catholics know by heart)

Lay Chua 1a ngudn mach va cting dich moi t& phu, Chuia da ban
cho thanh Anré Diing-Lac va cac ban t&r dao trung thanh vé&i
Thap Gia Buc Kitd dén néi dd mau minh ra.

Nh& mau cac ngai db ra, Chua da lam rang danh Chula va gieo
hat gidng dwrc tin trén qué hwong Viét Nam ching con.

Xin nhan 16i cac ngai chuyén cau, cho ching con biét yéu mén
Chua trén hét moi sw va ludn kién virng trong dire tin cuing dirc
ai, dé khi loan truyén tinh thwong ctia Chua cho anh em, ching
con that sy tr& nén con cai Chua va dang hudng hanh phuc
muoén doi.

Chung con cAu xin nhé Bire Kitd, Chaa ching con. Amen.
Short invocation (often said before the final blessing at
Mass in Vietnam)

Céc thanh t& dao Viét Nam, cau cho chung con! (Holy Martyrs
of Vietnam, pray for us!)

Here is the Litany of the Holy Viethamese Martyrs

O Lord, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

Christ, hear us.

. Christ, graciously hear us.

God the Father in heaven,

have mercy on us.

God the Son, Redeemer of the world, have mercy on us.

God the Holy Spirit, have mercy on us.

Holy Trinity, one God, have mercy on us.

Holy Mary, Queen of Martyrs, pray for us.

Holy Mother of God, pray for us.

Saint Andrew Dling-Lac and your 116 companions, pray for us.
Saint Michael H6 Dinh Hy, high official faithful unto death,

pray for us.

Saint Paul Lé Bao Tinh, who wrote from prison, pray for us.
Saint Agnes Lé Thi Thanh, mother tortured for Christ, pray for us.
Saint Vincent L& Quang Liém, first Viethamese Dominican
martyr, pray for us.

Saint Andrew Tran An Tréng, priest at twenty years old,

pray for us.

Saint Emmanuel Lé Van Phung, merchant of Thai Binh,

pray for us.
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Saint Peter Thi, young catechist, pray for us.

Saint Dominic Hanh, slowly sliced for three days, pray for us.
Saint Thomas Dinh Viét Du, beheaded with Andrew Diing-Lac,
pray for us.

Saint Augustine Schoeffler and Saint Théophane Vénard, French
apostles of Vietnam, pray for us.

All you holy bishops, priests, and deacons of Vietnam,

pray for us.

All you holy Dominican, MEP, and Viethamese priests,

pray for us.

All you holy catechists and teachers, pray for us.

All you holy mothers, fathers, and children, pray for us.

All you holy soldiers and public servants, pray for us.

All you who were beheaded, strangled, or torn apart, pray for us.
All you who preferred death to trampling the Cross, pray for us.
All you unknown martyrs whose names only God knows,

pray for us.

Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world,

spare us, O Lord.

Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world,

graciously hear us, O Lord.

Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world,

have mercy on us.

Let us pray O God, author and lover of innocence, you glorified
your Church in Vietnam by the blood of Saint Andrew Diing-
Lac and his companions. Grant that, through their example
and intercession, we may remain faithful to you until death and
courageously confess Christ before the world. Through the same
Christ our Lord. Amen.
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