You shall love the
LORD your GOD
with all your heart,
with all your soul,
with all your mind,
and with all your
strength.
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St. Lucy was born in Syracuse, Sicily,
around 283 AD to a noble Christian family.
From a young age, she consecrated her
virginity to Christ and desired to give her
dowry to the poor. Her mother, unaware of
v Lucy’s vow, arranged a marriage with a
pagan suitor. When Lucy refused, her suitor
reported her to the Roman authorities for
being a Christian—a crime under the
persecutions of Emperor Diocletian. Lucy was arrested and
endured a series of tortures. Tradition says her eyes were
removed yet miraculously restored—symbolizing the light of
faith that no darkness can extinguish. Despite her sufferings,
she proclaimed Christ fearlessly until she was finally killed by
the sword around 304 AD.

Her name comes from lux, meaning “light,” and she is celebrated
during Advent as a symbol of Christian hope shining in the
darkness. St. Lucy remains one of the most invoked saints for
those suffering from eye-related problems and for all who seek
courage and purity of heart.

St. Lucy is a virgin and martyr of Syracuse in Sicily, whose
feast is celebrated on December 13th. According to tradition,
Saint Lucy was born to rich and noble parents in the year 283.
Her father was of Roman origin, but his early death left her
dependent upon her mother, who was of Greek heritage. Like
so many of the early martyrs, Lucy had consecrated her virginity
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to God, and she hoped to devote all her worldly goods to the
service of the poor. Her mother, Eutychia, arranged a marriage
for her, but for three years she managed to postpone the
marriage. Lucy prayed at the tomb of Saint Agatha to change
her mother’s mind about her faith. As a result, her mother’s
long haemorrhagic illness was cured, and she consented to
Lucy’s desire to live for God. Saint Lucy’s rejected bridegroom,
Paschasius, denounced Lucy as a Christian. The governor
planned to force her into prostitution, but when guards went to
fetch her, they could not move her even when they hitched her
to a team of oxen. The governor ordered her to be killed instead.
After a gruesome torture which included having her eyes torn
out, she was surrounded by bundles of wood which were set
afire, but the fire quickly died out. She prophesied against her
persecutors, and was then executed by being stabbed to death
with a dagger.

Prayer to Saint Lucy

Saint Lucy Whose beautiful name signifies ‘LIGHT’ by the light
of faith which God bestowed upon you increase and preserve
His light in my soul so that | may avoid evil, Be zealous in the
performance of good works and abhor nothing so much as the
blindness and the darkness of evil and sin. Obtain for me, by
your intercession with God Perfect vision for my bodily eyes
and the grace to use them for God’s greater honour and glory
and the salvation of souls. St. Lucy, virgin and martyr hear my
prayers and obtain my petitions. Amen.
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Prayer to Saint Lucy

O St Lucy, you preferred to let your eyes be torn out instead of
denying the faith and defiling your soul; and God, through an
extraordinary miracle, replaced them with another pair of sound
and perfect eyes to reward your virtue and faith, appointing you
as the protector against eye diseases. | come to you for you to
protect my eyesight and to heal the iliness in my eyes. O St Lucy,
preserve the light of my eyes so that | may see the beauties of
creation, the glow of the sun, the color of the flowers and the
smile of children. Preserve also the eyes of my soul, the faith,
through which | can know my God, understand His teachings,
recognize His love for me and never miss the road that leads
me to where you, St Lucy, can be found in the company of the
angels and saints. St Lucy, protect my eyes and preserve my
faith! St. Lucy, pray for us!! Amen!
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Prayer To Saint Lucy Of Syacuse

O God, our Creator and redeemer, mercifully hear our prayers
that as we venerate Thy servant, Saint Lucy, for the light of faith
thou didst bestow upon her, thou wouldst vouchsafe to increase
and to preserve this same light in our souls, that we may be able
to avoid evil, to do good and to abhor nothing so much as the
Blindness and the darkness of evil and of sin. Relying on Thy
goodness, O God, we humbly ask Thee, by the intersession of
Thy servant, Saint Lucy that Thou wouldst give perfect vision to
our eyes, that they may serve for Thy greater honor and glory,
and for the salvation of our souls in this world, that we may
come to the enjoyment of the unfailing light of the Lamb of God
in paradise. Saint Lucy, Virgin and martyr, hear our prayers and
obtain our petitions. Amen.
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