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Saint Magdalene of Canossa

The feast day of St. Magdalene of
Canossa is celebrated on April 10, the
anniversary of her death in 1835. Some
sources and local traditions also celebrate
- | her on May 8. She is the foundress of the
Daughters and Sons of Charity
Born in northern lItaly in 1774, Magdalene
2 knew her mind—and spoke it. At age 15
she announced she wished to become a nun. After trying out
her vocation with the cloistered Carmelites, she realized her
desire was to serve the needy without restriction. For years
she worked among the poor and sick in hospitals and in their
homes, and also among delinquent and abandoned girls.
In her mid-20s, Magdalene began offering lodging to poor girls
in her own home. In time she opened a school, which offered
practical training and religious instruction. As other women
Joined her in the work, the new Congregation of the Canossian
Daughters of Charity—or Canossian Sisters—emerged. Over
time, houses were opened throughout Italy.
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Members of the new religious congregation focused on the
educational and spiritual needs of women. Magdalene also
founded a smaller congregation for priests and brothers. Both
groups continue to this day.Magdalene died in 1835. Pope
John Paul Il canonized her in 1988.

Saint Magdalene of Canossa was a noblewoman turned
radical servant of the poor, a woman whose entire life became
a mission of charity, education, and evangelization. Her story
is one of perseverance, deep faith, and a courageous break
from aristocratic expectations.
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Her Calling: “To Make Jesus Known”

Magdalene felt drawn not to the quiet cloister but to active
service among the poorest. Living through the upheavals of the
French Revolution and Napoleonic invasions, she withessed
firsthand the devastation among the people of Verona.
Founding the Canossian Family

After years of discernment and overcoming family resistance,
Magdalene left the Canossa palace in 1808 and moved into
Verona’s poorest district.

Prayer through the intercession of
St. Magdalene of Canossa

O God, Father of goodness, you revealed your love to the
humble and to the children, by raising in your Church, Saint
Magdalene of Canossa to be the servant of the poor, grant
that we may seek you above all things and serve the poor
and the little ones in the true spirit of charity and humility. For
Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Prayer for the intercession of
Saint Magdalene of Canossa

1 Graciously look down, o Lord, on our
\ present sorrows and necessities and,
through the intercession of Magdalene of
, Canossa, grant that, renewed in spirit by
{‘_‘ the constant contemplation of Jesus
':f Crucified and Mary, Mother of Sorrows,
| we may be found worthy to be heard in
% our petitions. Amen.

Our Father in Heaven, where You crown the merits of those
who serve you faithfully on earth, show us the crown you have
granted to Magdalene of Canossa by granting our humble
prayer through her intercession.
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Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world
without end. Jesus Christ, Son of the Eternal Father, our Lord,
you promised eternal happiness to those who serve you in the
least of your brothers. Grant us the grace we ask you through
the intercession pleasing to you, of Magdalene. She spent the
whole of her life in the service of our brothers and was pleased
to call the members of the charitable Institute she founded by
the name of Servants of the Poor. Glory be to the Father and
to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, is
now and ever shall be, world without end.

Holy Spirit, ineffable love of the Father and Son, you work
miracles of grace in souls. Through that Charity which you put
in the heart of your generous disciple, Magdalene of Canossa,
increase in us through her intercession, your grace and grant
what we are asking of you. Glory be to the Father and to the
Son, and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, is now
and ever shall be, world without end.
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Our Lady of Sorrows, to whom our Foundress humbly
dedicated her Institute, obtain for us the spirit of faith, hope
and charity which animated your handmaid who now, by
divine goodness, is your companion in heaven and grant that
our humble supplications may be mercifully heard by the Lord.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world
without end.

Let us pray:

Father, you poured into the heart of
Magdalene, our Foundress and Mother,
& the charity of the heart of Christ, your Son.
) Through her intercession, pour into our
hearts too the gifts of your Spirit, so that,
like her, we may glorify you in life by loving
and serving your Son in our brothers.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

L. Our Mother Foundress,

T. Pray for us.

St Magdalene of Canossa | Saint of the
Day with Fr Lindsay | 8 May 2021
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