
PALM SUNDAY  
Palm Sunday is the Sunday before Easter 
that begins the Holy Week. It is the day 
that we remember and celebrate the day 
Jesus entered Jerusalem as Savior and 
King. As Jesus rode a donkey into the 
town of Jerusalem, a large crowd gathered 
and laid palm branches and their cloaks 
across the road, giving Jesus royal 

treatment. The hundreds of people shouted, “Hosanna to the 
Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!”
Palm Sunday is a moveable holiday that changes yearly based 
on Lent and the spring equinox. Many churches celebrate 
Palm Sunday by waving palm branches, singing traditional 
hymns, and making crosses out of palm fronds. But while this 
is a triumphal entry, it is Jesus’ first step toward His death.
Palm Sunday is one of the most vivid and meaningful 
celebrations in the Christian year, marking the dramatic 
beginning of Holy Week. 

A Palm Sunday Prayer  
O Lord Jesus Christ, when you entered Jerusalem, great 
crowds waved palm branches and cried “Hosanna.” Save us 
now from our sins, and make us to rejoice in you, our only 
Redeemer; through your mercy, O our God, you are blessed, 
and live and govern all things, now and forever. Amen.

Prayer for Illumination  
Holy week, turn our hearts again to Jerusalem, and to the life, 
death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Stir up within us the 
gift of faith that we may not only praise him with our lips, but 
may follow him in the way of the cross. Amen.
Prayer for Holy Week
O Father, most merciful, in the beginning you created us, and 
by the passion of your only Son you created us anew. Work 
in us now, both to will and to do what pleases you. Since we 
are weak and can do no good thing by ourselves, grant us 
your grace and heavenly blessing, that in whatever work we 
engage we may do all to your honor and glory. Keep us from 
sin and empower us daily to do good works, that as long as 
we live in the body we may always perform service to you. 
After our departure give us pardon of all our sins, and receive 
us to eternal life; through him who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, forever and ever. Amen.
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A Palm Sunday Prayer  
Dear God, thank you for sending your Son 
and paving the way for our lives to be set 
free through Jesus’ death on the cross. 
Thank you for what this day stands for – 
the beginning of Holy Week, the start of 
the journey towards the power of the 
cross, the victory of the Resurrection, and 
the rich truth that Jesus truly is our King of 
Kings.

“Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the 
Lord…”
We give you praise and honor for your ways are righteous 
and true. We give you worship for you are holy and just. 
We will declare that your love stands firm forever. For your 
lovingkindness endures forever.
Thank you that your ways are far greater than our ways, your 
thoughts far deeper than our thoughts. Thank you that you 
had a plan to redeem. Thank you that you make all things 
new. Thank you that your face is towards the righteous, and 
you hear our prayers, and know our hearts. Help us to stay 
strong and true to you. Help us not to follow after the voice of 
the crowds, but to press in close to you, to hear your whispers, 
and seek after you alone.
We praise you, we bless you Lord! Thank you that you 
reign supreme and we are more than conquerors through 
the gift of Christ! In the Mighty Name of Jesus. Amen.

Rejoice in the Hope Jesus Made Possible 
Father, Palm Sunday is a reminder of the unexpected, yet fully 
anticipated, King of Kings. Jesus did not look like the Messiah 
Your people hoped for. The way He entered the Holy City of 
Jerusalem on that day, riding a young donkey as a significant 
sign of peace and fulfillment of prophecy, did not align with 
their expectations of a military conqueror. Much of our daily 
lives don’t align with our expectations, Father. So much of our 
lives don’t make sense. This Palm Sunday, let us embrace the 
unexpected entrance of our Savior, Jesus. He is Peace. Let 
us apply this incredible truth to our lives. Peace mattered to 
Jesus. He came to bring us Peace. He is peace. Father, how 
quickly we forget the Peace we possess in Christ! Remind 
us, minute by minute, as we navigate difficult days and trying 
times. Father, we need Peace to live life to the full, as Jesus 
died for us to live.

 Palm Sunday Prayer for Joyful Worship  
Thank You, Father, for the life You have given us to live. For 
the sun rising to start another day, and the reminders of Your 
creation surrounding us. When we witness a beautiful mark 
of Your creative hand, let us recall that Christ was with You, 
too, when the world began and the sound of Your voice. He 
eventually came to earth, and watched the same sunrise we 
now see. He looked into the stars in the sky, and now looks 
down upon us, prayerfully, with love. With grateful hearts we 
praise You, God, for who You are and who we are in You. Let 
the Peace of Christ’s Palm Sunday entrance remain in our 
memories. When we are fearful and anxious, help us to recall 
the Peace in which Jesus rode into the city, so soon after to be 
crucified. God our Father, help us to act in grace and peace in 
the face of fear, both known and unknown, knowing You are 
incredibly close.

Confession and Forgiveness  
Jesus rode into Jerusalem not as a conquering king but in 
humility, the Servant King, ready to complete the task for 
which he had walked this world. Forgive us those times when 
we think too highly of ourselves and remind us always that 
you ask from us lives dedicated to service, to you and to our 
neighbours, wherever and w	 hoever they might be. Enable 
us to take off our cloaks of self-righteousness and lay them 
down at your feet.
‘Then I acknowledged my sin to you and did not cover up my 
iniquity. I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord” – 
and you forgave the guilt of my sin.’ Psalm 32:5
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